
DEAR JUDSON ISD FAMILY:
Wednesday is our big day! Over 24,000 students will make their way to our 31 campuses.
From the north point of the district to the southern end and everywhere in between, our
parents are preparing to send us their very best. And as the First Day of School gets
closer and closer, I know that every single one of you are preparing to do what you do
best - educate children.

It was incredible to see everyone at Convocation. I want to thank the Communications
Department and all the volunteers for ensuring that our first Convocation at the stadium
was a success, and Employee Services for ensuring the Health Fair was a success. It is a
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great way to get our district together in one place
to remind us that we are the #JudsonISDFamily!

I pray every day for our staff and students to have
a great day at school. This week, it will be no
different. I pray for everyone to have a great first
day of school and a successful school year. I look
forward to seeing you all on Wednesday!

For more news and information about Judson ISD visit us on the web at 
www.judsonisd.org

https://www.judsonisd.org/Page/1
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ROARING SUCCESS: UNLEASHING THE WILD ABOUT JUDSON ISD
SPIRIT AT OUR ALL STAFF CONVOCATION !
Judson ISD explorers embarked on their own unique journey as convocation embraced
the spirit of adventure, it also recognized the vital role these passionate guides play in
shaping the minds and hearts of the future generation.

Dr. Fields took a moment to pay tribute to these unsung heroes who selflessly devote
themselves to nurturing young minds. From the seasoned educators to the fresh faces
entering the profession, all were celebrated for their dedication and commitment to
making a positive impact on their students’ lives. The Wild about Judson ISD theme took
on an added layer of symbolism as teachers were likened to safari guides, leading their
students on an educational expedition.

As convocation came to an end, staff emerged with a renewed sense of purpose. The
spirit of adventure, collaboration, and perseverance now blended with their passion for
education, empowering them to embrace the new school year with renewed zeal. Armed
with a strong support network, these educators embarked on their educational safari,
guiding their students towards knowledge, growth, and a brighter future. Together, they
roared with determination, ready to embrace the challenges, celebrate the victories, and
inspire the young minds they guide to become the change-makers of tomorrow.

View photo album.
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The Judson Education Foundation is a tremendous tool that helps raise money for
student scholarships and teacher grants for innovative instruction. JEF does that
through a number of fundraising and community connecting events. Each year the
Judson Education Foundation awards tens of thousands of dollars to students and
teachers to support them in their education and their work in the classroom.

Judson Education Foundation (JEF) Teacher Grant Applications are now open! JEF has
over $48,000 to give for innovative teaching. Our application is so easy to fill out. If you
need a little guidance, a grant workshop will be available during the last week of August. 

If you have any questions, please contact the Executive Director of JEF (Judson
Education Foundation), Lexie Greathouse, at agreathouse@judsonisd.

Apply Today! 
The deadline to apply is September 15, 2022. 

View Last Year's Photo Album.
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JEF TEACHER GRANTS ARE NOW OPEN!
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RED CARPET VIBES ONLY

GREAT MINDS GROW HERE

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND JUDSON ISD 

Candlewood’s Administration visited Gardopia
Gardens this morning! We are hoping to
incorporate many of these ideas into our STEM
model. Thank you to Mr. Fred for giving us the
tour and much needed information. We hope
to work with you soon.

PVBLA HAS A NEW FRIEND

Our Coronado Village teachers felt like Movie
stars! They were greeted by music, food &
started the year by walking the red carpet. 

They got a lot of work done & received some
fabulous gifts from United Way & items to
implement Peace Corners in all classrooms! 

This year Park Village Blended Learning
Academy has a new friend walking the halls of
#PVBLA! Today, August 14th during Meet the
Teacher parents and staff will get the chance
to vote on their name! 

Suggest a name for him in their FB story!
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Safety and security are top of mind at Judson ISD. While teachers are preparing lessons
for students to return to campus, the police department is training for situations in our
schools that may require their immediate attention and quick decision-making. 

Trustee Monica Ryan was in attendance at their recent training at Judson Middle School,
gaining insight into the difficulties of their day-to-day operations.

OUR TRAINING NEVER STOPS
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Nurses from across the district gathered at Escondido Elementary to prepare for
students to return to campus. Their mission is to ensure that education for our students
is strengthened by encouraging the development of positive healthy behaviors now and
in the future through health promotion, disease prevention, and assisting with the
maintenance and care of chronic health conditions. They are a critical part of how a
campus functions, ensuring that the whole student is taking care of. They also ensure
that all students have the required immunizations in order to register.

On Wednesday, Aug 9, all Library Media Specialists came together for professional
development at Escondido Elementary to prepare for students to return to our
campuses. Their goal is to create equitable community spaces that foster empathy and
encourage continual self-directed learning. Led by Ms. Arevalo-Thompson from Veterans
Memorial High School, they also empower the voice of students and promote a society of
responsible, resourceful, and discerning world citizens.
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Woodlake Elementary's

On August 10, Woodlake Elementary’s Joy Morales was chosen to go on an HEB
Shopping Spree at the HEB Plus on Evans and US-281. For 90 seconds, she could grab
anything from the Back to School section of the store, from crayons and spirals to dry-

erase boards and water bottles.
 

“I was going into it thinking what are the top things our campus would need,” Morales
said. “I was shocked when they picked me but I am happy to represent the WE -

Woodlake Elementary.”
 

When her principal, Ms. Tanya Alarcon arrived, they were informed that both of them
could grab anything they wanted within those 90 seconds.

 
“I wanted to focus on the things that students may not have - a lunch box, a water

bottle, simple things to others but something our students may not have.”
 

Find out how much back-to-school supplies Joy got for the Woodlake Community!

JOY MORALES GOES ON AN HEB BACK TO SCHOOL SHOPPING SPREE

Is there an event, student, teacher, or community member you want to highlight? 
Click here and let us know about it!
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Harbridge. The focus was on the importance of
building relationships with students, staff, parents
and the community. The day started with each level
from each campus coming dressed in a specific color
and bringing corresponding 
foods. It was a Color Professional 
Development Party matched 
with meaningful professional 
development, all to prepare 
the campuses for students to 
return on Wednesday.

View full photo album!

As teachers continue to prepare for Back to School, the faculty from Candlewood, Escondido, and
Coronado Village came together for a joint professional development put on by Christina

COLOR PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT PARTY

DISTRICT REQUIRED TRAINING COURSES

Cybersecurity Awareness
Bloodborne Pathogen Exposure Prevention
Bullying Recognition and Response
Child Abuse: Mandatory Reporting
Sexual Harassment: Statt to Staff
Sexual Harassment: Student Issues and Response
Student Mental Health: Awareness, Intervention, and Referral
Youth Suicide: Awareness, Prevention, and Postvention
Workplace Injury Prevention

Each year, the state requires school districts to train all employees on the following
topics:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.

 
All current active employees have been enrolled in the above courses. All courses are to
be completed by October 31, 2023. Courses are accessible through Eduphoria Strive.
Here is a training video showing how to access and complete the required courses via
the JISD Intranet through the JISD portal.
 
Here is an additional resource to assist in accessing materials within Strive.

If you have any questions about accessing these training courses, please contact Alma
Piedra at apiedra@judsonisd.org.
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A former Judson ISD CTE student presents as a guest speaker at the CTE teacher
professional development day! We welcomed Mr. Daryl Smith, Class of 2007, which just
happened to be the first Senior Class for the Karen Wagner Thunderbirds!

He told his story of how a simple entrepreneurship class “Food Truck” project turned out
to be a reality! He is now the proud owner of 3 WingIT restaurants and 7 SipIt. All
because of the CTE classes he took while at Wagner High School. 

GUEST SPEAKER AT THE CTE TEACHER PD DAY

Thank you to now-retired teachers like Ms. Osborne, Ms. Boyette, and Ms. Laster who
inspired him!

He was also the first prom king at WHS and a BPA student!

Thank you Mr. Smith for taking time out of your busy schedule to join us and inform our
teachers what they do is very important as they too are inspiring generations of students
every day!
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From Pre-K to 12th grade, our Judson ISD dedicated teachers have spent the past week
immersed in district-wide professional development. 

 
They have come together to share insight, hone lesson plans, refine strategies, and build an

enriching curriculum for our students! Our Judson ISD teachers are truly elevating education
together.

 
 Their dedication to education is truly amazing.

 
 Let's make this school year wonderful together!

 WELCOME BACK TO CAMPUS, JUDSON ISD FAMILY
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4 WEEKS DOWN

KIRBY MIDDLE AND THEIR FEEDER
SCHOOLS ARE LOOKING FRESH

Can you all believe that Converse
Elementary is in its 4 week of school? 

Time flies when you are teaching with
Cougar Pride!

WHAT'S HAPPENING AROUND JUDSON ISD 

Last week Kirby Middle School hosted their
Flacon Camp where students and families
could check out what classes they were
registered for, meet their staff, and tour
their campus. KMS also invited their feeder
schools to come in and get free hair cuts
by Cut & Shave Barber College.

WILDCAT FAMILY 
Woodlake Hills Middle School invited their
wildcat cheerleaders to bring in some
energy during this year's convocation. 

Shoutout to their cheer coaches Mr Carney
and Mrs. Jones-Hinds for an outstanding job
preparing the team! 
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The communications department
would love to share your stories!
After all, a picture is worth over a
thousand words! Click on the
images below to go to our pages
and give us a follow.

FIND US ON OUR 
SOCIAL MEDIA!

Facebook.com/JudsonISD

@JudsonISD

@JudsonISD_Official

Youtube.com/JudsonISDTV

August 16: First Day of School
August 17: Regular School Board Meeting
September: Campus Safety Awareness Month,
Suicide Prevention Month, Friendship Month,
and Childhood Cancer Awareness Month
September 4: Labor Day Holiday 
September 5-9: National Payroll Week
September 10: Grandparents Day
Sept 15-Oct 15: National Hispanic Heritage
Month
September 17: National IT Professional Day
September 26: Human Resources Day
September 29: National Teacher's Assistant Day

Is there an event, student, teacher, or
community member you want to highlight?
The Judson ISD social media platforms and
website are a great way to highlight
student and district successes!

DO YOU HAVE A SPECIAL STORY?

To request media coverage, please fill out
this submission form. 

If you have any questions, please contact
Judson ISD's Multimedia Specialist, Briana
Estrada, at 210-945-5411 or
bestrada@judsonisd.org. Thank you in
advance for your participation.

UPCOMING  EVENTS
AROUND JUDSON ISD

LinkedIn.com/Judson-ISD
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